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PRESIDENT'S YIRI

by Mally Chambers, “#9-'01

& have been very active these last
few months!
T would like to thank all of vou

whio Torw arded imy announcements or
responded to the calls we made lo suppornt
FBF in rising to meet the project funding
challenge presented to us by GlobalCriving.

You can read about how your effons made i

possible for us 10 rise o this
challenge on page 4,

I wiould also like to report
that our membership drive
weni well this year, Currently,
FBF has about |35 dues-
paying members, And, we
received 52, 160 in dues o far
this vear. Yoor dues allow
FBF 1o continue publishing
newsletiers, develop new
projects, end suppor: FBF
communication. So, thank you
fior pllowing ts w0 conlinue (o
provide these valuable ser-
VICES.

We have put in place & new Straftegic

@ Mody Chomlars

Planning Commifice, Robert Coffey, Knsbie
MeComb, Charles Rodgers, end John Sneed
have volunteerad to steer FBF into 2010! To
kick off their effons, the commitiee bagun
with an on-line survey of our memberchip

LA -

A 301 (2113} ron-arch charabla organaniien offliared =ith the Mafioro Peacs Corpa Asseeiion

Learn more about us ot http://fbffomu.edy

1

Thank you to all who participated in the
survey, Siay tuned in the next few months for
the resules. I you did not get any of the
pnnouncements reganding the survey, please
o 1o hipedibl tamu edu/istsery. himl to join
the FBF Lisiserve, Don't miss ol om all the
FBF action!

Of epurse, there aro other ways Do stoy up-

to-date with FBE. Are you on
myspace? o s FEET Jast
Fallow this link 1 pobi o
group:
g g RO ps NIV SPECE. COMmY
Finally, don't miss Kriste's
FINAL CALL for new board
members on page 14, Whether
you wanl i volunteer for i
commities oF Lo he on ke
ballol for our newboard, ploase
gel in touch with Krstie at

kostie mecomb @ ckiteom.

We need nll of you!

Thanks fior supporting FBE in anothcr
amaxing year!

Frienps oF BURKINA Faso

Maintains a natwork of RPCVs and friends of Burking Foso

Prowides funding and cesistorce 1o suppent projacts in Burking Foso
Improves secial interaction, communicetion, and infermation eschange
‘Educotes others obout the country ond culture of Burkina Foso




FieLD NOTES FROM MARILY

by Marily Knieriamen, Peaca Corps Country Director

rectings from Cuagadougou! It's April
not surprisingly, o bit hot. I'm sure
you have your own memories of the hot
season in Burkina. ..

Since | lust wrote, several Upper Volta
RPCVe have been 1o visit, 1t's been great hearing
about their experiences {from the "60%, “70s
*H0w1 und dearning of their curment eonmections
with Burkina Faso, | hope that more of you have
the opportumity (o visit = or mainiain contacts in
other ways — over (he nexi few years.

Peace Corps Burkina Faso is thriving —and
growing. We have 109 Volunteers as of Apeil 15
this vear - significantly more than the 76 we had |
at this time last year. The map in my office
shows that they mre working Lhrowghout the
cotntry, The Violunteers truly work al the
grasaroots level. with most sites still in villages.

Owr current program has four projects —
Health, Secondary Education, Girls' Education
and Empowerment, and Small Enterprise Devel-
opment. I'd like 1o describe these projects for
vou so you have & sense of what Peace Corps
Volunteers are doing in Burkina Faso in 2007,

Volunteers in the Health project work o
strengthen the management committees of rural
health centers and collaborate with these com- |
mift=es, health center staff, and community
organizations 1o conduct health education sctivi-
ties, Particular emphasis is given o HIV/AIDS,
malaria and nuirition, The Ministry of Health
revognizes the important contribution Volunteers
have made in the reduction of guinea woomn
cases — from 1935 im 2000 1w ondy 3 in 20061
Many Health Volunieers work with theatre
growps, recognrizing that community theatre is
very populir in Burkina and is a particularly
effective medium for health educution. ["ve been
impressed by the theatre presentations " ve seen
= and have noted just how enthusiastic the
community members are who attend. We just
received o letter from the Minister of Health
congmitulating the Health Voluntears on the work
that they are doing and expressing tho gratitude
of their host communities,

Secondary Education Voluneen teach math
wnd science, usually in rural secondary schools

| groups. Participants i the clubs are able 1o access
| resources they noed 1o stan or expand small scale
| economic sctivities.

- within the school commumnity and a more support-

| we hope the positive contribution that Pesce

where the need is greatest, They help address
what has always been a serious shortage of math
and science teachers but which has hecome even
more critical with the recent opening of many new
schools in rural areas. With the recent push o get
miore kids into school and 10 have more of them
muke it intn secomdary school, the class stzes,
especially for 6e are often very large. Bot the
PCVs are doing o great job of weaching — even
whien there are over 100 students in the class.
With computers available al some schools now,
the government has asked us to add an IT compo-
nent 1o pur Secondary Education program. We
gxpect the first IT teachers in 2008,

Smull Enterprise Development Volunteens

| seckto develop the business management and

technical skills of artisans and entrepreneurs. They
help individuals and groops to develop linkages
with outside resources, In addition, many help
community memhbers start tavings and credit
clubs, giving particulir emphasis 10 women's

Violunteers in the Glrls" Education project
work o achieve the project's vision of “Girls are
succeeding and going further in school dee o
| increased seli-confidence, improved conditions

ive community enviroament.” Yolunteers work
with youth throogh a variety of clubs, study
groups, menloring programs, theatre, and camps.
Over the next year thay will be increasing their
work with parent associations.

All Volunteers are encoursged 1o engage 10
cross-secioral activitics such as HIV/AIDS and
life skills, improved stoves, and the production
and psc of Moaringa to improve nutritional stams.

We wre now working on preparations for our
2007 training program. We are expecting 30
Trainees for Secondary Edecation and Girls”
Educasion in early June and then 34 Trainees for
Health and Small Enterprise Development in early
October. The program continues 1o grow — and

Peace CORps

Bunfing
Conneschion

* |

Corps Volunteers sre moking in Burkina will
continwe to grow us well.



LeT THE DrRums RolLL For FBF
AND “"RPCVs Project!”

GrLoBaLGiviNG anp NEEED

any in the Peace Corps community

are motivated 1o alleviate the warst

aspects of human suffering in today’s
world. Itis for this reason thut FBF has
developed its outreach program. [1 is also the
reacon that the National Peace Corps Association |
(NPCA), in collaboration with Global Giving
{GG), introduced a pilot program |asl yaar
known as “BPCVs Profect™,

Our colleagues st NPCA spproached FBF
about panicipating in "RPCVYs Piylect”” by
puiting one of our projects on the GG website.
They believed that “FBF Projects™ could serve
55 & model for other NPC A affilinle groups.

We, in tum, were impressed
with GG g non-profit onganiza-

o thit links mdividuaal and

by Tarm Vallrath, '47-"70, Projects Chair

project #1349, the Noon-Day Meals progrm, b
they got friencts, family members, and business
associpies 1o make contributions as well. FBF far
exceeded the | 00-person goal. During the chal-
lenge period, there were a wotal of 180 individual
contributions made to progect #1349, not counting
the contributions made by jewelers belonging 1o
S.A. Oems, the corporate sponsor (GG had
generously assigned to project #1 349!

For the 2006 calendar year, $21,010 worth of
contributions were received by GG earmarked for
our Mooa-Day Meuls project! This total includes
53,375 from 191 individuel donations, 56,750
from 27 corporate sponsors, $883 from redecmied

gift centificules issued by GG 1o
some ol our doaoss, end $5,000
from the “"RPCVS Project!

instinstional donors with socinl “For the 2006 calendar  challenge.”

enterprisé projects in need of yar, $21,000 worth of The funds FRE'NEEED has
funding. GG has created an conirthudions were received via the GO route have
efficient philanthropic market- ; already made o big difference.
plaee on the web, The system e G Lucine Sawadogo, the school
created is capeble of harmessing earmarked for our director of Le Collége Maderne,
the power of the internet, Noow-Day Meals recently informed us thet B2
enabling contributors 1o mike profect!” peroent of the students success-

clectronic payments. [115 also

#ble 1o Lap the generosity of

donrs throughout the world in support of
village-level development projects.

Within six weeks after having been offered
the sppartunity to join forces with NPCASGG
FBF established o presence on the GO website
Commitiee member Suzanne Plopper, warking
with a proposal senl to us from NEEED (our
purtner in Cuahigouyas) mounted 8 school lunch
progriom on behall of Le Coliége Moderne de
["Amitié, entitied Noor Meal fnpnoves Girls’
Leaming.

List Movember, GG issued a very génerous
and enticing challenge 1o NPC A participants of
“RPCVy Project). ! Affilintes were offered
§5.000 if they could meer the goal of 100 or
more ndividisal donations by December 15,

FBF guickly rose 1o the challenge. Not only
did many of our members make donations 1o

fully completed coursework in

e firsl trinester of this school
yeur, compired 10 6 percent last year when there
were noschool lunches,

GO takes 10 percent of all contributions
flowing through their channel to cover overhead
costs. FBF, by contrast, does not deduct adminis-
trative Tees from donations that are channelzd
directly to our Treasurer and destgnuted to sup-
port our outreach . This said, there are
many payoffs linking specific FBF projects tn GG,
uts is evident from our experience this past year.
For this reason, the Committee wouold fike w be
able to take advantnge of the GG Hmil tha allows
groups such as ours 1o have two projects ol any
eme time posted on their website. We hope 1o
launch a second project, preferably one in whicha
track record has been established giving us
comfidence in the local administration, on the
GG wehsite in the near future, 1'




Yummy Dummy €CHocoLATE €Co.
SupPPORTS GIRLS' EDUCATION

by Suranne Plapper, Manager, NEEED Praject

t o craft fair in December, | tasted some | information sbowt the lambs” project and the
A::q.:,u::p:lmm.liy good dark chocolate! fullowing month, FBFNEEED was a recipient of
Upon reading the their generous profil-sharing.
wrapper, | discovered that it was LCheck them out at
made by & local company founded : v LT -dumimy.conm and
and owned by seven girls, ages 8- "M canmot ifve in learn more ahout the company,
13, and that the company phocnile alne — about the guality and ovailabil-
poniributes 10 percent of its buet givds can!” ity of their chocolate, and sbout
profits to support children’s, and their suppart (or the lambs
environmenial charities. prcject! The company motlo
What o “win-win®; great dark “Man cannot live by chotolme
chocolate made by young women enireproneurs | alpne — bt girls canl™
and benefiting good causes! | shared with them 1

= Tie gt of Yooy Dy Chocndine Cn
Le PENsiONNAT NOTRE-DAME DEs
ANGES

by Suzanne Ploppar, Manoger, NEEED Project

nce again, Le Pensionnat Notre-Dame Des Anges in Monireal has contributed geaemously 1o

NEEEDYs ecole mouton project, The students and staff organized n diner de [a faim

wherekry the children gave up their lunch and their school donsted the cost of their lunch 1o
FBF. The $355 will enable 19 girls to enter primary school next year and 1o complets al least ten years
of schooling. Many many thanks 10 the students and staff of Le Pensionnat Notre- Dame Des Anges

fioor your generosity | 1-

e Ot1HeR NEEED Projecr UppATES




BuURKINA REVISITED

Burkinn
Carredian

BurkINA FORTY YEARS LATER

by Bob Cafley, ‘67169

y wife and 2| year old daughter have | heads of statue straight ladies in mixed brght
always wanted o go, and my prints or on hicycles stacked (o asionishing height.

nincteen year old son was s good spart
about it. Our December trip o Burking was
everything we could have hoped for end more.
Some of the “more” comes from the challenges
tossed our way, but the greater pant comes from
the reward of mecting the upright people again
and being able to show my family the depth of
their characier.

The debut was inauspicious with luggage lost
in LA (living for & week in one set of clothes),
nasty confagioas vomitng and
diggrhea (from a U5, virus, nol

From Bobo, Kristie MeComb's dynamic friend
Haoua treated us to a trip to Padema, where she
currently wiorks as & colion cooperative accoun-
tant and crganizer. There we visited with a fnend
of hers who has oeganized successful micro
finanoe cooparatives among local men (i rare
uccomplishment), and we lked with cotton
farmers about the threc-year-old demise of profit

[ brtcotton since globalization and LIS, farm price

supports have knocked down the market price
Their thoughtful anulysis his so
far failed to find a crop of veniure

a Burkinabé bacteria), and a Chur December irip fo where they cun successfully
middle-of -the-night gunfight a Burking wur everyihing compete far cash in the global
half block from our hotel in : miarkel. They talk more now of
central Onaga as the Police ook we conid bave M-E'wda"i"f turning (o production of food
on the Army. Oh vesh, then aur and more.” stuffs and hiofuels that can be

carefully-shopped-for

cheuffeur's 11-yenr-old daughier died unexpect-
edly just as we were about to depart from Cuags
lor Ouahigouya and we had (o redo inan bour
the process that had taken most af our Tirst day.

Ewven that showed the strength af the
Burkinabé, us Amadou, his Mossi face contorted
with grief, insisted on making sure we had a
sturdy, comfortable vehicle and reliable driver
hefore he allowed himeell o leave us O retum
home 1o Koudougou to grieve with his family

While we ill had future fiat tdres, o balky
starter motor and some more effects of the US
gastruenieritis to deal with, our luck, for the most
part, wrned as we lefi a busiling Ouags and the
kind reception we received there from Ambassa-
dar Jeanine Jackson and Pesce Corps Director
Maonly Knieneman.

Up north, Lacind Sawndogo and his charming |
wife Ahoua were warm hosis as we had delight- |
ful meals together, saw Ahoua in sction at her
Maternitd and toured the FBF supported girls'
middle school founded by Lacing and his
NMEEED colleagues of maiton prmjet fame. From
there wie went to Bobo vin Dedougou,

Once in the country, Burkina looks to me just
like {1 did 40 years ago, Donkey carts are still
rure, Goods w market still go mostly on the

| gocs on.

wild and consumed localky,

We were certainly impressed at how thoughtful
and articulate they were on these subjects, and
were impressed as well that they never asked for
help except 1o solicit ideas for how they could do
something different themselves, It was a fine
introduction lor s (o the ongoing dilemmas
lacing a subsisience farming village whose people
want 1o survive, hopefully, with enough o buy
school supplies for their kids

Then on 10 Loropeni where we had the plea-
sure of meeting M. Togo, a friend of many
RPCV'% and another FBF grant spplicant, As in

| the other encounters with FBF correspondents, |

| was extremely impressed by the energy and

| character of Togo and his colleagues in Loropent

| and Gaoua. These are all such inspired people and

| soeasy to lke. [ got o personal walking wour from
Togo through compounds on the way Lo see their
currenl gardening project and hall-built cattle

[ sheler, That camaraderie of village life you
| remember so well was everywhere, The smiles

and warmth were every bit as evident as the
poverty wnd malnutrition. For a few hours | was a
PCYV again, and it was good 1o be back.

We're home now, but, a5 you can imagine. in
our minds and sur emails o Burking the odyssey

b




PaTeLINE OuAacADOUCGOU,

MARCH 2007

*m writing this message from the city
Iwhm it all hegan for me — Ouagadougou.

It was here that T was 0 Pesce Corpa volun-
teer from 1973 o 1976, certuinly three of the
best years of my life, It was in Ouega that |
met Kity, 8 screndipitous encounter that would
lead o marriage, two wonderful sons, el o lifie-
kong honeymaoon. It was here that my plins and
gimibitions for the fslung were greally rans-
formed, and my [ife forever changed. It was
here that | took my first step on that less traveled
road, the one Roben Frost promised would make
all the diflerence.

Wais he ever righi

by David “Bowlie” Andresan, '73- /0
Yanengs quartier where [ lived is gone - rzed 10
the ground and waiting some {uture development,
the Bois de Boulougne is mn enclosed communal
park, my beloved Croix du Sud and Etcile bars ne
sont pluy, the highway between Ounga and
Kaya o toll road! ' ve heard it said change is
bad, and thoi the ofd diys were thz et ol
timiey, while the present stinks and the Tulune
threaiens, Notsure | completely agree, bul it does
seem o me tha the beer was colder and the
hrocheties tastier back in 1973,

All this said, there are still some greal meme
ries iy be awakened and experences relived ona

returm Vit Whether

M:r i 'quE:-l EAPEMENCE
wiiks bul the first
chapter in atruvel
guide that has taken
me and my Tamily
around the world

" returned (o
Cuagadougon on
lemporary duty, to help
the embassy fill in
some stafting gaps and
1o handie a coaple of
mapor programs - the
Pan Africen Filim
Festivaland a V1P visit by the CED of the
Millennium Challenge Corporation,

What | have discovered over the past three 1
four weeks is that the Ouagadougou about which
| waxed so eloquent in the opening parugraph no
longer exisis. Somewhere akong the line the
Quags 1 knew 35 years ago moved from reality
te memary, from the here and now to the bock
thien and when. The small, dusty, easy-goung ity
| knew - the home of BraVolta and capital of La
Hauts Voliz — has been replaced by a large,
sprawling, noisy Brakina-drinking metropolis in
Burkina Faso, The Voltaigues of my time have
hecome tnday s Durkinabé, The red/lociiwhite
Meg of Upper Vol is now o two-striped, one
star dropein. The old Peace Corps office has
become a Language Conter, the Frincess

B Darid "Bowde™ A ndrenr

you call them
Vil imbguies of
Burkinubés, the people
woui meet in Ouagn snd
#n hroyee are il
1.i.-'-rm..l|:|'fl.l| = OpeEn,
welooming,
friendly, blessed with o
sense of good fun and
hope. L'Eau Yive and
Ricardo’s continue to
offer good meals and
gven batter company. |
tnd forgotten just how dry,
dusty and hreezy the winter months are here - lips
chap, eyes redden. and your skin gets gritty. I'm
happy to repart le pays projond remains relatively
anchanged and timeless — a1 beast to this ity
slicker. Baobabs everywhere with théar sirange
indd ominous shapes, Nckds strewn
with brooding boulders, you siill see bunches of
corn hung out to dry in village trees, as always the
gousts along the road wre pregnant. Here -
in the flat, dusty, dry-strawed and barren looking
countryside — here my past and the present merge,
and 1 can revisitlive those precious Pence Corps
divws of mine

The circle is complele. | have returned 1w
Oungadougou, from whence it all sianed. When |
leave Abidjan this summer, | will retire from the
fareign circus and begin o new ook 1

OuacAapoucou

Bk ling

onnechon



e  ViLLAGE LIBRARIES

INTRODUCING... FRIENDS OF AFRICAN
ViLLAcGE LIBRARIES

Libraries has been opersting in the

provinee of Tuy in southwester Burking
Faso, In six vears, FAVL has estnblished and
successfully operated seven village libraries in
Burkina Faso and Ghana.

They each hold approximately 1,000 books
aimed ut pre-school and primary school children,
secondary school students, and literate adults. A
paid librarian operates the library for 20 hours
gach week. The libraries pre open 1o the public,
and subscribers have the right te take home
hooks for two wesks after paying a very modest
anrual fee (5.20 for children wnd students, $.40
for villuge residents, and $.60 for government
officials per year),

FAVL funds the refurbishment and mainte-
nance of a locally doneted building for use as a
library, pays forinitial and periodic training of
librarians, pays the salery of the librarian
[equivalent to ona-half the salnry of & primary
school teacher), funds inktial and ongoing pur-
chases of local books by African suthors, wd
ships appropriste donated books from the United
States, Four litraries are equipped with solar
puenels permitting evening reading hours.

Survey research findings from Burkina Faso

S ince 2001 Friends of African Village

indicate that resding ol books among 10" graders

has doubled (from six to 12
books per year, on average) in
villapes with FAYL libranes
compared with willages
withiwt libraries, With com-
milied Ninancial and organi 2
Honal support from FAVL.
village communitics an
effective portners in estakblish-
fng and rurning Ebraries ot
oW CosL,

Villuge residents, especially
educated women, can be
recruited and trained 1o be
effective librurians, and meny
membersof village comm:
nites, including especially

by Michoel Kavone, President of FAVL

fiemmle tq:i.:nn.;l.ur:,- sluoeEnts, wi |l use [ibraries o
increase their reading. This success has been
accomplished with no pald suppeort stall in the
United States; until now FAVL has relicd on
wil iistears for managemnent and fundriusing,

FAVL's overnding philosophy is that public
Hhraries ane not just collections of baoks and
reading spaces, but institutions. The miost vilu-
ahie thing that FAVL creates is a sense of durabil-
ity and snccessful local mansgement. FAVL does
ool helisve that apening a library for two years
and then allowing it to fell into disuse can be
called n suceess! FAVL kas a long-term commif-
ment 1o ensuring that libraries remain open and
sisfled with engaged, reliable, snd trained librar-
imms and that when adults return 10 geer homes
village decades [nter their children can paricipate
in the same story hours that they enjoved in the
village library.

When FAVL. estnblishes a village library, it
requests a significant conlribution from the village
community, Usually this means the donation of
an old building in the village center that is sultable
for conversion for use as & libeary. Providing this
concrebe resoures involves village residents in
negotinliony and discusstons aboui the role wnd
importence of alibrary

conlimued on page §

B Boy rending @ crfoon i the Berha evfige dbogry, (paiv by Tird S kst




Yillare leaders then have o stake i e
suceessful operation of the library, and leaders
active in obtaining the building ofien become the
core of the village library commitiee. This
commitiee i5 eatrasted with overall and day-io-
dav supervisiton of the Bbrary. Libranes and
hooks helong to the villige collectively, FAVI
parimers, o the extent possible, with local non-
profit orgunizations and village commirtees that
aversee duy-to-day library operations, In Ghana,
FAYL has established a partnership arrangement
with the Center for Sustainable Rural Develop-
ment (CESR LD, a locd] Cilkinaslian ion-gosvem-
mental organization based in the wwn of
Bolgatanga, to manage the libraries of
Sumbrungu and Sherigy in cooperation with
villnge commiliees

FAYL currently has a budget of roughly

£30.000 per year, with funds anginating mostly
from priviste, individuel contrboutions, & Uy el
[thrary costs 35,000 10 set up, and operating costs
are roughly 52,000 per year for salanes, mainte
pance, and stecking of new books

FAVL President and Vice-President, Michas
Kevane and Leshe Gray, nmg currenily in the
middle of u six-month stay in Burkina Faso
Lestie has a Fulbright scholarship to continue her
research on cotton forming, and Michael is doing
lats of FAVL work and aléo coatinwing his re-
sepreh on, whot else, the wnpact af librores on
reading and alsothe current political situation 16
Burking Faso

For more information, please visit the websie
wirw, [avLorg, or contact FAYL directly st P.O.
Box W335, San Jose, CAYSLLL, 1

A biaedor [randre
[gdron receirel @ dcawba?
freen S Herebia pellope
ditrarriar AL ELA .'--ru.'.
fadwmner o frefesiafeon af
dacdr damated i e 10
Fdnzrry. (obids 5 Lafased

Ko )

EIL | mapiars fraker™ |dameme

Jazikenn poied wurh Sibrorian
CAMNOL Dowrnds o fiu
Teervdia onllage Abwary undh
Ypshiar efoasnb de Ale L1
Fanduary, (hede by Slictnd

Kt

E Bevpiba idlige ditwrrmaw XAUNOILT Diouidn. el o tavk dioremg tfory Ao

fndiogn i Tored Nkarriin
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FBF Projects

Burk-cn
:_':"...e_hr-...
I

HARNEsSSING WATER ON LAKE BAam

F provided funds to purchase irrigation
F::iuirm:nl enabling 70 women in two
villages near Kongoussi, namely Loulouks
and Koumbanago, to harmess water from Lake
Bam for the purpose of growing onions and an
assorment of garden vegetabies.

The director of Action de Prodwction prour ie
Diéveloppement Economigue of Social (i1k.a
APRODES) Kinda Boukary récently informed
us that the formation of the women groups is
already showing payodls. The women are work-
ing cooperatively harvesting their onions.

They have also used their dees to fund
needed repairs 1o the motorized pumps and to
purchase cement Io repair heavily used drainage

chianngls, *

|_11.,| Tom Fos, FBF Praject Monager ot APRODES

o rrynaiton equihowens ou Laoke Bow

SowING $EEDS FOR A BETTER FUTURE

by Marionne Bailey, FBF Project Monoger of ROUWAMN RE

ast full, FAF approved a project 1o
I finance a community garden for
Association Kowwanre, o groap that
houses and provides support for HIV/AIDS
widows and orphans in the
village of Wangala, part of
southeastem Burkina’s Zabre
district,

The gurden was & dream of
the group’s dynamig president,
Madame Marguerite Dipama,
who saw Lhiat the groap’s
nutribonal stanis, incomse
generation, and marketing
knowledge would be greatly enhanced by a
market garden program

The Association, under Madame Dipama's
leadership, had already done some income-
generstion projects, in addition 1o programs on
ATDYS and female excision prevention, They were
cager to start o jardin marachaive. FBF siepped
in (o provide funding fortools, a donkey, seeds,

“They are...dookang
frrunrd fo Expanding
the parden to
geomodate a jadl 40

pargeners.

sl cement to repair the well and build manune
piis {another NGO provided fencing). PCY
Hebeoca Egnerserved ak our linigon 1o the
Association and has done a great jab in reportims
back 1o us,

Ground broke in January and
thve gardeners gid 1o the hard
work of gardening. Crops
plunted included gumbao, hifis-
cus, ontons, cabbage, lettuce,
PEppers, carmuls, and tomatoes!
wnid the women have been trnnéd
in potato cultivation. Beciuse nol
all of the fencing has been
delivered, there are only ten gardeners working
one hectire at present; and o run-in with some
!||||;:4.|. Fl'ig- r.lrl::l'l-'i.IJrEI.i & TEmparary sethack T|'|E:.' o
now replanting some lost crops and planting their
firs! crop of potmtoes, and looking forward to
expianding the parden 10 accommodise & Tull 40

gardeners,
1




A WONDERFUL AFRICAN SUCCESS

STORY

worked in Burkina as a secondary school

mathematics und science teacher from | 984-

1986 in Baskourd, about & huncned
kilometers east of Ouaga. Séminalre 5t
Augustin was a lower secondary school that was
adding upper secondary grades, one vear at o
tme. With only & few exceptions, the studcnis
were farmers” kids, though only several of them
were from Baskound, Cthers came from as far as
Bl knlometers away,

| kept op correspandence with my schood for
several years as the return mail slowed to a
trickle and my students and fellow teachers
moved on. T assuwmed that 1 would never see any
of them ogain. | also ass umed that their lives
woosild b tightly circumscribed, Both pccupaion
ally and geographically, nod for any Luck of ahility
of desire, but doe to on sbsence of opportunities

Then, bnst sunmmer; one of my former students
found me. He wiis in Molcan, ¥Vinginia for the
suminer, ying io improve his English, aod
saying mass ot 51, John the Beloved church He
i« novw Father Alphonse Kabord and fives in
Rome while be pursuer a doctorate in thealogy al
the Vatican, Futher Kaboré also speaks ol least
four other languges.

He geve me o guck summary of the Tates of
my other former students, He eould noi plasce 14
of them, but here's what soma of the others ang
dolng: 21 ore pricsts, 15 are leachers, und three

by Richard Phelps, ‘B4-"86
are university professors. Among the rest ane lwo
cipctors, twno lawyers, fwo pccountants, twao
diplomats (e for Burking and ene for the
Vatican), one schodl principal, one busines s,
one cusioms official, and three working in tele-
COrmmarcatang, o noa- 2OVeTmme rliil (WTE AR &
ivon, and the militery, Nine more are curtently
corolled in dectoral programs in Belgiam, France,
lreland, haly, the Netherlands, Spain, and the
United Statex

I was durshfounded. These bovs had next Lo
nothing. Schood facilities were spartan. [he boys
slept in bunk bads in wo lerge rogms withoul
screens. They grew theirown food and received
some donations from European charities and the
11 8. Food for Peace program. They got by with
porn-up and marked-up hand-me-down textbooks
donated from France. Amanities consisted of 2
fow soccer balls and a dint [feld The regimen ol
Séminmire SLoAugasiin consisted l.:l."*-\.ll.ill:r. Wk,
and, i it was a religious school, the practice of
their Halth

Cmsce, 20 vears s, @ studeni inAlphonse
Kabore s class asked me which were the better
stisdents: those | knew in Americn of those [ knew
in Africa, Without heaitation, | identified the later
Hivw could that be, another student inguired,
given that America is o rich and successful

“Hecause life there can be too easy,” |
replied

Success SOTRY

1
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CHANGES

= i pharty phodes from de “Bos s fespy ™ ath
[ealomean et ok g onr of ker “rsnessd Bag T 3
ears e
The chief excused himself politely and went
back 1o where his “mobile” was carefully
perched in a particular spot to get optimum
reception, After a few minutes he returmed,
saying that the call was from some of “his
people™ curmently living in Kayes, Mall, some
800 miles away. Cell phones were
everywhere—in the citics especially, bul also in
villages. We found Internet cafés in towns of any
size, We updated our families on the wip,
checkad the weather and searched for frnends
we'd known 25 years earlier a1 ressonable cost
thoagh tapping our fest impatiently a: the “slow"”
connection!

T 1980, Americans didn't go to West Africu
{except aid workers and Peace Corps Volun-
teers ). Now affordsble air trave] means thel the
parents of today's Peace Comps Volunizers nol
infrequentiv visit their children during their toar.
Not o be outdone, several African parenis we
met on oar irip described their own visis 1o see
chiidren living wrd working in the Staies. (Both
sets complain about extreme temperatures —
cold or hot). Having mat Wekt Africans in the
LS. over the vears, Alun and T lett on our
journey carrying packages und letiers o deliver
iy several Tamilies. Abdou is a frend of several
yesars who works ul my local supermarket in
Takoma Park, Maryland, When we armived in
Niger's capitod, Niamey, we found him at home
on viscation and met his friends and family.
Then, 12 days and 800 miles lster in Bumaka,
Mali, we anended his wedding to a Malian
womun whorm he had met in the same supermar-
kel xix veurs earlier

A owoman's place

While West Alrican women have boen any-
thing but shy and retiring in everyday life, their
stntus hus always been greatly inferior to that of
mien on big issues such as socess 1o education,
inhertunce or decisions aboul work, marmage,
and child bearing. Empowering women his inng
been recognized as crucial o improving their own
health und that of their children, expanding
economic activity, slowing population growth, etc
So we noted with great interest some sriking
changes, We saw women in the military and
police uniforms and business attire. Girls and
winmen were much in evidence on busy ity
strieets riding motor cycles and bicycles, carmying
backpacks off toschool and behaving in wixys that
woubd have been scandilous 23 years ago, such
a4 holding hands with n bay, wearing pants.
having a drink at & bar. We heart and saw refer-
ences to women's projects snd sdvancements in
the media and on billboards. In Quahigoayo, we
visited Le Collége Moderne de "Aminé, a private
middle sehool supported by NEEED where, hy
intention, girls made up over S6% of the students.
The English langungs tencher, a woman from the
town who had recently gradusied from the Uni-
versity of Ouagadougou, lold us she bad sought
the jobybecause of the schonl s commitment (o
female education. We wondered together how the
boys in atiendance might tum out differently from
preceding mabe generations.
Population

The population of Burkina has doubled since
we were there. [t now stands st 13 and a quaner
million and is growing ol neardy 3 percent per
year. [twill doahle again in 26 yenars if women
continoe i hove an sverage of gix childrenin thesr
lifetimes as now, Everywhere was more crowded.
All three capitals and the provincial cilies we
visited had grown enormously, adding neighibor-
hoods and roads, sprawling ower the lundscape.
Traffic jams occur regularty as bicycles, motor-
hikes, cars, and trucks compete with pedestrians
and donkey cans on the sireets, Outside cach
town and village we saw massive piles of fire-
woid, chopped in the bush. waiting 1o be bumed
in ever more cook fires 1o feed the nution.

According o a LIS, government’s own axsess-
ment, Burkina could save more than $20 million
in health and education expenditures by 2015, and

el o perpe [




aver 4,962 maternal deaths and 240,753 child
deaths simply by meeting the current demand
that couples have expressed for information and
services allowing them to decide the number and
spascing of their children. Although Burking has
worked hard to make family planning services
available o the population, much remains to be
done.
The West African welcome

West Afrcuns., and Burkinabé in particilor,
are known for thelr warmth, weloome of visitors,
kindneas, and concern, In this region where
people have Treely traveled and irwed for
ceniuries, the first thing offered when you visil
someone's home 15 8 cup of cool “Dunan Ji™ or
“Traveler's Water."" Get lost or have a flat tre on
your hicycle and people appear to help. Daily
greetings in the street cin take several minules as
somenne asks about your family, spouse. chil-
dren and you ask about theirs. Blessings are
offered as voo pan: “May God give you a fing
day,” “Mayv we see each other again.” You
respond, “Amina {Amen)” or “1f God wills "

Adfer 25 years, the cadence of this intoraction
remains much the same, We were welcomed
everywhere, People were delightod by our story
of return and thanked us for coming o “greet
them" again, We iook part in the good-natured
teasing and chatting for hours on end that come
frosm a culiure where conversation i5 the muin
souree of enferminment, There witt more pester-
i@ in the cities than we remembsered, as uncm-
ploved young men vied for the tourist’s aftention.
Yet avan these hustlers could be diverted by n
greeting in their language or when, as their
elders, we chided them for being impolite.
Public health and sanitation

Poor sanitury conditions continue o contrib-
ute 1o elivated levels of diarchhal diseases, In
rural aress, just 6 percent of peoplie have sd-
equate sanitation (as defined by the United
Nations}and only 42 percent in urban areas.
Muny people lack even pit larines, and small
children routingly go wherever it is convenient.
Diarrhen is responsible for 19 percent of deaths
in children under Nive mnd & percent for all ages.

We found it disheanening that o lide
progress has been made on this front in 25 years.
The problems are complex and interrelated—
requiring changes in hibits and beliefs and
attitudes, and encugh money amid so many other

priorities. Bud it seemed 10 us like an avendable
tragedy. Why do these conditions remain accept-
abie? Why are local leaders not simply saying,
“Enough is enough!™ Sadly, it s probably be-
cause, ust us in this conntry, the problems of (e
poorest—the least powerful, the least apt Lo argue
or make demands—are the last to be addressed
Prace Corps generations

Wi ud the pleasure ind pavilege 1o spend
tirne in the company of o oumber of the curren
generation of Peace Corps volunteers. These
engaged and engaging young men and women
seemed completely familiar to us and sccepled
owr credentials as former velunicers instantly, We
slipped easily lnto swapping stones about the
rigors and faux pas of lifc in the bush and plenged
ity lute might debates about how community
development happens and whether or not volon-
teers really make a difference in fwo shor years.

The volunteers we met werne high school
tcachers, health educators, ind exiension workers
i mgricoltare. natural resources, and micro-
business development. They showed the halimark
iruits of Pence Corps, wearing their expeniences
s i badge of honor, demonsiraling an eamest
commitment to make some part of life in the
winld better fortheir effor.

We ook them oul o dinner and bought rounds
oof drinks, We listened lnte ot night to hopes and
fears, and tried not to offer oo many saggesticns.
They made us proud of the best pans of our
country and of our own service to il We con-
nected cach other 1o the generations of Americins
whio have tnken this step into the unknown and
leamed so much shout themsalves und the world

in the process, 1
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FBF Boarp NEews

Berking
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€ALL FOR CANDIDATES

Friends of Burking Foso will hold elacticns for its Board of Directors this July.

o you have pood project management skills? Do you have experience with Board

governance? Are you interested in giving buck o Burkina Faso with your time and

energy? Do you enjoy making connections and facilitating communication within a
community of like-minded falks? If so, please consider putting your volunteer spirit to good use with
Friends of Burkina Faso.

We would like io invite FBF mombers who are current in thelr membership stutus to consider
serving on our Boerd or on one of our committees such as the Projects Committee which oversees the
tmplememnation of FBF-funded community projects,

Please comtact Kristie MoComb, current Vice president and Membership Chair, if you are inter-
ested in serving or if would like more information aboul the possibilities, expectations, und dutics.
The term for the Board of Directors s two years in length béginning in Angustof 2007, Knstie cin
be reached ut kristie mecomb@ ekit.com.

Intentions 10 serve on the Board must be received via email by June 30, 2007

Wi can not successfully run this organization without the time, effort, and commetment of mem-
bers just like you. We sincerely hope you will consider how your skills, experiences. and volunieer
spirit can contribute to the success of Friends of Burkina Faso in the future! 1

New MEMBERS

The Projects Committea welcomes new member Robert Coffey

ob Coffey was among the first volunteers 1o go 1o Upper Volta in 1967 where he served as
Ba well-digger. Stationed in Tenkodogo, he developed a widespread reputation among his

peers and within the local community as being le mécanicien extraordinaire! This coming
July, Bob will be retiring from o medicel career in which he has specialized in respiratory diseases and
slecp apnee. Bob writes ihat be still loves fixing motors of all kinds. “Tt's a lot like medicine, but
gasier 10 replace pans,”

Welcome our two new editors: Richard Phelps and Mancy Weis-5anfo

ichard P. Phelps served as a math and science teacher in Baskowré {near Koupéla) in 1984
Rln:u.w!ﬁ- He has since worked at the Organisation for Econemic Co-operation and

velopment in Paris, the 1S, General Accounting Office. Westat, and the Educstional
Testing Service; is suthor or editor of four books, several statistical compendia, and dorens of articles
in scholarly journals, mostly related o education research.

ancy Weis-Sanfo served as a community health Peace Corps Volunteer in Nioa from 2002

to 2004, She rrained local health workers, co-evaluated family planning and HIV/AIDS

educational programs, and helped develop a youth theatre group 1o serve as an cGucation
resource. She also produced and edited a community health worker training manuoal, in collaboration
with the Ministry of Health, Nancy received a B.A. degree in Journalism from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 1
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Renew YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2007

Mailing Address
City State Fip
Telephome E-mail

O 1 would like to renew my FBF membership for 2007 ($15 a year).
O  1wouldlike o join the National Peace Corps Association ($35 a year).
O 1 would like w0 make an FBF Project Fond contribation of $

O 1 would like t make an FBF Newsletter Fund contribution of §

How would you like to receive the Burking Conneciion newleiter in the future?
O | would like to continue 1o receive the Burking Connection by post-mail
a 1 wouald like 1o save FBF postage and receive the Burkina Conneciton by e-mail,

Please mnil this entire page with poyment 1o;
John Dickey
Treasurer, FRF
2622 Gramling Court
Davis, CA 95616

Make checks payable to FEE.
Contributions are tx-deductitie.
We welcome your suggestions and your active participation.
Thanks! Puus baarka wusgo!

Orper YOUR OrriciaL FBF T=SHIRT

MNune

Address

Cliry Suate Zip
+ Mup in the baobab Siee  Cuantiry
= d4egnlor on natural M —
* | N1 organic cotion L
* Made in the USA XL =

Please muil this form with payment to:
Bianne Fergusson Price per shin: $17 Shipping: Ade $4 per order
T-shirts, FBF o
430 East Park Drive Make checks payable to FEF.

Renew Now FOR 2007




FBF LisTsErRv

Are you looking for travel partnersitravel tips fora return trip to Burkina?

Do you want o locate long-lost Peace Corps friends?

Are you recently-returned and looking for a mentor in your field?

Do you have an interesting news anticie about Burkina to shase with our members?
Are you doing some exciting Burkina-related work that might interest our members?

Do f P

If yes to any of these, our |issery 18 & great place to exchange information!

To jain, please visit: hiip.fapache tamu edw/fbflistserv himl.

WOMPRSGEIT ORE
S POSTALGE PAID
CHESTER, Ty
FERMIT MO 70

A0 Summnae Flopper
PC. Box 395
Chastar, CA 98020




	newsletter 1.jpg
	newsletter 2.jpg
	newsletter 3.jpg
	newsletter 4.jpg
	newsletter 5.jpg
	newsletter 6.jpg
	newsletter 7.jpg
	newsletter 8.jpg
	newsletter 9.jpg
	newsletter 10.jpg
	newsletter 11.jpg
	newsletter 12.jpg
	newsletter 13.jpg
	newsletter 14.jpg
	newsletter 15.jpg
	newsletter 16.jpg

